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1. Introduction
REP are developing the Maerdy Windfarm project. Public Engagement work has been
carried out throughout the project development and this has been described in the
planning application. This supplementary report describes public engagement work
carried out post the planning application.

In the winter of 2005/6 REP conducted a public consultation on preliminary proposals
for the Maerdy Windfarm. 10,000 leaflets were issued, information placed on a website
and offered in hard copy and four public meetings held. The consultation was reported
to the Council in a report: Report on Public Consultation on Preliminary Proposals,
(February 2006) (Appendix A of Maerdy Windfarm Environmental Statement).

Comments from this consultation fed into the windfarm design process. An
undertaking was given during the consultation to repeat the exercise after the final
proposals were concluded.

The public engagement work on the final proposals was tailored to the slightly different
situation. With the proposals for the windfarm finalised emphasis was placed on
providing information on the proposals rather than gathering further opinion. Anyone
who wished to express an opinion on the windfarm proposal was requested to do this
direct to the planning authority: RCT Council. It was hoped that in this manner REP
would also be supporting RCT’s process through providing easy access to the
information and directing comments to the authority.

Consultation was also conducted on the Community Benefit Programme (CBP), which
is still in development. This is reported separately.

2. Public Information

2.1 Introduction

REP believe providing information to the public regarding project proposals is an
important part of developing any windfarm.

Windfarms are difficult projects to convey as a significant amount of information is
required to support any meaningful assessment on a proposal. Communicating a lot of
information to a large number of people is a challenge. The approach taken by REP is
to provide all the detailed information in a variety of accessible formats and then to
publicise these sources as widely as possible.
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2.2 Information Sources

Information on the project has made been available through the following sources.

Project Website
The project website (www.maerdywindfarm.co.uk) was updated from the public
consultation phase in the winter of 2005/6 to hold the new information on the final
proposals. All planning application documents, including the Environmental Statement,
Non Technical Summaries and visualisations were downloadable, providing easy
access to the full information on the project.

Local Libraries
We understand from RCT that Treorchy, Treherbert, Ferndale, Maerdy and Aberdare
libraries have held full copies of the ES.

Paper Summary Copies
Paper copies of the non-technical summary of the ES have been offered for issue to
anyone free of charge.

Public Exhibitions
Three public exhibitions were held at:

Location Date

Oak Tree Hall, Treorchy 11am to 8pm, Saturday 18th November

Maerdy Community Centre 11am to 8pm, Sunday 19th November

Llwydcoed Community Hall 11am to 8pm, Monday 20th November

The public exhibitions were extensive and would probably take at least 1 hour to review
all the information. Information boards were provided on:

• Why Windfarms?–The policy context, global warming, energy security, etc.

• Why Maerdy? –Explanation of the site search and selection process, national
planning policy regarding strategic search areas, etc.

• The Project Proposals –The turbines, their location, other infrastructure, the
construction process, decommissioning, etc.

• The Environmental Impact Assessment–Extract information on key findings.

• The Photomontages–All photomontages produced in A0 size.

• Community Benefit Programme –A short summary of the different scheme
proposals and invitation to the consultation.

In addition to the information boards bespoke visualisations of the project were
provided for any exhibition visitors from their own homes and queries about the project
were answered.
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Leaflets
The main purpose of leaflets was advice on how to obtain information about the project
from the various sources: web, libraries, exhibitions, paper summaries, etc. However
the leaflets obviously contained some limited information regarding the location and
nature of the windfarm.

The Leaflets also contained 6 of the twelve photomontages to provide some
information to as wide a public as possible on the subject most likely to be of interest to
them–how the windfarm would look.

Welsh Language Information
The Non-technical summary of the Environmental Statement has been provided in
Welsh Language. This was available as a hard copy, downloadable from the website
and also at the public exhibitions to support information board interpretation.

2.3 Publicity of Information Sources

Access to the information sources was publicised as follows:

• The Rhondda Leader carried an article advising of the public exhibition dates
and the project website on 2nd November (Appendix 1).

• Large adverts were placed in the Rhondda Leader, Cynon Valley Leader and
Pontypridd Observer during November advising of the exhibitions, website,
summary paper copies and information in libraries (Appendix 2). The circulation
for these newspapers is:

Paper Circulation

Pontypridd Observer 12,916

Rhondda Leader 13,909

Cynon Valley Leader 10,768

• Approximately 14,000 leaflets were distributed as an insert in the Rhondda
Leader (Appendix 3). 2,000 additional leaflets were hand delivered in
Cwmdare and Llwydcoed in the Cynon Valley to cover the remaining main
areas within the zone of visual influence outside the Rhondda:

3. Responses to Public Information
This section briefly describes the responses to provision of public information.

Visits to Project Website
The project website had 1,200 unique visits during November and December following
the leaflets, articles and adverts during November. Please note some of these visits
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will not be from the public but from other parties such as statutory consultees who were
advised of the website in October.

Figure 1: Unique visits to website during 2006

Note: A unique visit is a technical industry measure of individual visits to a website. The peak in January 2006 relates to
the public consultation work at the beginning of the year.

Requests for Information
Zero requests have been received for summary paper copies of the non technical
summary as was offered in leaflets and adverts.

Two requests have been received for other information on the project (both via email).

Attendance at Public Exhibitions
The table below details attendance at the public exhibitions that were held in
November.

Location Attendance

Oak Tree Hall, Treorchy, Saturday 18th 25

Maerdy Community Centre, Sunday 19th 6

Llwydcoed Community Centre, Monday 20th 17



RCT, Supplementary report on post planning public engagement work, 080107 Renewable Energy Partnerships Ltd

6

4. Conclusions
Information about the windfarm proposals has been made available through a variety of
sources and this has been publicised mainly through the local press. The numbers of
people accessing information about the project are detailed.
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Appendices

Appendix 1–Rhondda Leader Article

Appendix 2–Advertisement in Rhondda Leader

Appendix 3 - Leaflet




