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Disclaimer

The information contained herein has been prepared to assist the recipient in making an
evaluation of the proposed community benefits associated with the proposed Maerdy
windfarm project (the ”Project”) and to facilitate comments. The report does not purport to
contain all of the information than an interested party may desire. The schemes outlined in
this report are for consulation and legal commitment created by this document is not
intended.
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1. Introduction

1.1 This Report
Proposals for a windfarm on land near Maerdy Coal Tip; “Maerdy Windfarm”, have been
made by Renewable Energy Partnerships Ltd (REP). These proposals have been the
subject of a public consultation and an environmental impact assessment (EIA), and a
planning application is submitted in September 2006. Planning Permission was approved
for the scheme in August 2008.

This report outlines a proposed programme of community benefits associated with the
Windfarm. This report is intended to facilitate comments from interested parties and assist
in the development of such programme. Interested parties may include: Rhondda Cynon
Taff County Borough Council (RCT), Community Groups, AM’s, Public, etc.

It is intended that certain elements of the community benefit programme within the
windfarm site are secured by the planning authority through legal measure or planning
condition as appropriate.

The original version of this document was included as an Appendix to the Environmental
Statement (ES) for the windfarm planning application. The Programme of benefits was
consulted on in 2006 and a report sent to the Council on the consultation. With the
windfarm now approved the consultation is being re-opened to enable any additional
comments to be received. The consultation extension ends in 31.12.08.

Electronic copies of the this document are available at www.maerdywindfarm.co.uk and
free of charge on CD from REP.

1.2 Maerdy Windfarm
REP propose to develop an eight turbine windfarm, to the north of Maerdy and Treorchy,
at the top of the Rhondda Valleys. The windfarm site is a plateau of rough upland grazing
land located between the old Maerdy Coal Tip and the Tynewydd Forest. The site location
is shown in Figure 1.1.
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Figure 1.1: Maerdy Windfarm Location

1.3 Reasoning Behind Local Community Benefit Proposals
The purpose of the Windfarm is to address climate change and energy security - thereby
delivering international and national benefits. Local benefits intrinsic to a windfarm are
often minimal as windfarm projects employ only a few people during construction and
operation. As the UK Government Energy Review 2006 noted: “New renewable energy
projects may not always appear to convey any particular local benefit, but they provide
crucial national benefits”. This Community Benefit Programme is proposed to address the
absence of intrinsic local benefits from windfarms.

The reason for minimal local economic contribution is that wind turbines are modular and
the construction activity on site is mostly assembly work, rather than major construction.
Further, wind turbines are designed to operate independently in remote locations and as
such require little maintenance.

The local balance between cost and benefit that occurs with most types of development
does not occur so readily with windfarms. The benefits are national and international, and
the costs, to whatever degree is perceived, are likely to be local.

The Maerdy Windfarm Site was identified after exhaustive consultation with interested
parties as one of the lowest impact sites in South Wales. Detailed public consultation and
environmental assessment, it is hoped, has led to balanced, well designed proposals.
However, the Developer recognises the mismatch in cost and benefit at a local scale and
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wishes to maximise local benefit from the windfarm. Therefore this Community Benefit
Programme has been developed.

1.4 Community Benefit Programme
The community benefit programme contains 5 key proposals. The first two proposals are
considered integral to the windfarm development and are included in the scheme for which
planning permission is applied for and are addressed within the Environmental Statement
(ES). The later three proposals identify potential additional benefits flowing from the
windfarm. These later proposals are intended to capitalise on the windfarm, but are
additional to it, requiring cooperation and support from third parties. These are not part of
the scheme applied for and are not covered by the ES.

Legal agreement or planning condition is offered on the first two proposals with the
intention that the local planning authority secure these should the windfarm be given
planning permission. It is expected that the other proposals will be on a longer
development path, requiring consultation, research and agreement. Some of the potential
supporting third parties have advised that they will only review the schemes once the
windfarm application has been determined.

Comments are requested on all proposals so that the two proposed for legal agreement
can be appropriately modified and that the other three can be progressed or otherwise.

Table 1, outlines the deliverability of each measure and what other parties involvement is
required.

Table 1: Third party cooperation required in schemes

Measure Other Parties Participation Required

1 Community Fund Local Community

2 Improved Recreational Access Plans (minor elements) Forestry Commission, RCT, Welsh Water

3 Visitor Development Opportunities RCT

4 Alternative Timber Haulage Route Forestry Commission, RCT

5 Direct Electricity Supply RCT, Welsh Development Agency

Note: There may be additional parties not identified on this list

1.5 Summary of Schemes
The various schemes are summarised below and detailed in the following sections.

1. Community Fund
Total funding of £50,000 pa for the life of the windfarm is proposed. The windfarm is
planned to operate for 20-25 years, creating a total fund of between £1million and
£1.25million. Alternatively a £600,000 capital sum at the beginning of the windfarm is
offered.
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It is proposed that total funding is split equally between two community funds, one for
Maerdy and one for Treorchy. It is proposed that these be democratically controlled funds
where each resident of the community has an equal vote on how the funds are spent to
foster individual empowerment and strengthen community ties.

2. Improved Recreational Access Plans
The windfarm site is currently very difficult to access and is hardly used by the public at all.
A new footpath is proposed from Maerdy Colliery site up onto the windfarm site, plus
various other signage, styles and bridges, to encourage more access onto the site. The
footpath would connect up other existing footpaths in the area to form a new circular route
from the Colliery site; it would also provide a link from the Colliery site to the Coed
Morgannwg Way long distance footpath. It is hoped that the windfarm together with the
access plans will provide a significant feature of interest that will encourage the use of
footpaths, cycle paths and increase the informal recreational value of the Colliery site.

3. Visitor Development Opportunities
The windfarm provides a potential recreational and educational visitor attraction. Maerdy
has a significant tourist population nearby in the Brecon Beacons and also an easily
accessible large school population, both within one hour drive. The Maerdy Colliery site
adjacent to the windfarm has excellent vehicular access and would make Maerdy one of
the most easily accessible windfarms in Wales. The windfarm could be integrated into the
reclamation of the Colliery site, with a visitor centre, footpath links to the Coed Morgannwg
Way, a point of interest along the Sustrans Cycle Route, and enhance the opportunity
created at the Colliery site.

4. Alternative Timber Haulage Route
Felling of the Pentre Forestry Block is due to commence in 2007. Current plans are for the
timber to be hauled through residential streets in Maerdy over the A4233 and through the
centre of Aberdare. Over 2,000 timber lorry journeys are planned over the next 25 years,
concentrated in 5 harvesting years. The windfarm provides an alternative haulage route to
the west that avoids passing through any communities whatsoever. The potential resident
disturbance and driver delay caused by the current route thereby are avoided.

5. Direct Electricity Supply
The Windfarm proposed at Maerdy is in a very rare, if not unique, situation in being located
adjacent to a brownfield site with industrial development potential. This creates in principle
the opportunity for a direct electricity supply arrangement whereby the cost of transporting
electricity over the grid is avoided. Electricity could, hence, be offered at a discount and
this could be significantly competitive to attract industry to locate at the Maerdy site with
the associated economic benefits for the area. Further feasibility studies would be
required.

1.6 Consultation Responses
Interested parties who have not already responded to the original consultation are
requested to respond during the extension period up to 31 December 2008, .
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Please contact -

Maerdy Windfarm Project Manager
Renewable Energy Partnerships
Overmoor
Neston
Corsham
SN13 9TZ

project.manager@maerdywindfarm.co.uk
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2.15 Developers, in consultation with local planning authorities, should take an active role in engaging with the
local community on renewable energy proposals. This should include pre-application discussion and provision of
background information on the renewable energy technology that is proposed.

2.16 Experience has shown that there are opportunities to achieve community benefits through major wind farm
development. Some benefits can be justified as mitigation of development impacts through the planning process.
In addition, developers may offer benefits not directly related to the planning process. Annex B provides further
information and examples about the types of community benefit which have been provided. Local planning
authorities, where reasonably practical, should facilitate and encourage such proposals. The Welsh
Development Agency, and others can support and advise on community involvement in developing renewable
energy and benefiting from it. Local planning authorities should make clear in their development plans the scope
of possible “planning contributions”. However, such contributions should not enable permission to be given to a
proposal that otherwise would be unacceptable in planning terms.

Annex B

Community Benefits Arising out of the Development of Wind Farms in Wales

Developer offers

1.3 The developer might wish to volunteer “gains” outside obligations that could be legitimately described as
necessary for the development to proceed. Such “gains” could be offered as part of the planning process, as
outlined below, or they could be undertaken as a separate exercise. The courts have held that this approach is not,
in itself, unlawful. Whether the developer enters into an agreement with the local planning authority or offers these
extra benefits unilaterally (as he is permitted to do under section 106), the important point here is that, as such
offers are not necessary for the development to proceed, they must not impact upon the decision-making process.

2. Community Benefits – outside of the planning process

2.1 It is perfectly acceptable for a business to enter into a legally binding agreement with third parties to deliver
particular and agreed benefits to the community. Many local planning authorities would be more comfortable with
this approach as it separates, more clearly, community benefits from the planning decision. It is important that the
developer is able to identify suitable local representative people or organisations with whom it can negotiate. If
there are funds to be administered then an appropriately constituted and regulated body must be identified or
created.

2.2 Such benefits offered to local communities could take the form of one or more of:-

• in-kind benefits such as the construction of a needed community facility.

• a lump sum financial payment for the benefit of the community.

• annual payments to the community.

• a commitment from the developer to use local labour and/or contractors/services wherever possible.

2.3 It is, however, considered to be essential that:-

• benefits are negotiated with appropriate and representative persons or bodies.

• benefits are channelled through a regulated and properly constituted body or trust (this could include the local
authority).

• benefits are utilised for an agreed range of appropriate uses that would all fall within the definition of sustainable
development.

• at least part of any annual payment benefits should be invested in carbon emissions reduction measures in the
local community.

2.4 It must be clear that the provision of benefits is on a purely voluntary basis with no connection to the planning
application process.

2.3.2 Local Policy

There is no relevant policy within the Rhondda Local Plan, however, the Cynon Valley
Local Plan does state that the Council will seek provision of environmental and community
benefits from Developers.
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2.4 Consultation Work

2.4.1 Public Consultation

An extensive public consultation was conducted on preliminary proposals for the windfarm
during December 2005 and January 2006. The public consultation covered a wide range
of areas inviting people to comment on the proposals. The consultation also, specifically
requested comments on community benefits; see extract from consultation questions
below

Q5. How best do you think community funding from the project should flow?

· to community projects

· to individuals through shares in the windfarm

· through discounts on electricity prices

Q6. Have you any specific ideas on applying community funding?

Responses

27 people made written comments in response to the consultation, 9 of these made
specific comments regarding community funding. A report was prepared for RCT on the
public consultation that included all responses in full: Maerdy Windfarm Project: Report
on Public Consultation on Preliminary Proposals 20/02/06 (included within planning
documents as ES appendix). The responses regarding community funding are
summarised in the Table 2.1 below:

Table 2.1: Responses to Public Consultation Regarding Community Benefit

Respondee Comments

1 Balance funding between the most disadvantaged and needy and as many
people as possible

Community groups, subsidising core services

Benefits identified as consequence of windfarm and highly visible and credible

2 Resources for young people – networked centres, internet cafes, somewhere to
play pool

3 Discounts in electricity prices

4 Reduction in energy costs, not community projects

Direct grant funding for household wind turbines / solar panels

5 Fund community projects

6 Benefits are illusionary, dwarfed by disadvantages

7 Tourist development, but windfarms are not a tourist attraction

8 Yes to community projects

No to individual shares in windfarm
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planning with confidence. The need for clarity and certainty in funding came through as a
comment in public meetings held during consultation.

The fund is indexed at 1.5% so that it inflates. 1.5% is the average of UK and EU inflation
targets. The windfarm is likely to experience declining sale prices over the course of its
life.

This fund equates to just over £2,083 per MW of installed generating capacity. As
comparisons the fund established for the local recently commissioned Ffynon Oer
Windfarm has a community fund of £1,000 per MW installed2 and the fund proposed for
the Mynydd y Gwair windfarm proposal north of Swansea also has a proposed fund of
£1,000 per MW3

Should a capital sum, or part capital sum payable at the beginning of the project be
preferable for the funding schemes envisaged then a proportionate sum would be
discounted back from the annual fund. If the whole fund was discounted back then a fund
available at the beginning of the windfarm operation would be £600,000.

This funding is dependent on the windfarm being constructed within time to secure the
current government electricity sale price arrangements. The planned timetable is for
construction to start in 2008 and finish in 2009. Should the project be constructed later,
and fall outside the limits then the fund would need to alter in line with the altered price
arrangements. The Government have not said by how much the funding will alter at this
stage, or the exact cut off date.

Although a voluntary fund, the fund is being offered to be legally secured by the Council.
The commitment is over a long period and it will therefore be necessary to include some
protective measures to address certain risks beyond the windfarm operators control.
These would be established through legal agreement, but the principle one is the political
risk surrounding government support mechanisms. Should the support mechanisms
applicable to the windfarm be removed or materially reduced then it may be necessary to
re-appraise the income of all stakeholders, including the community fund. To avoid
concern that commitments were being weakend it is proposed that an independent
arbitrator would decide on any adjustments proposed by the windfarm operator in this
situation. For the avoidance of doubt should the scheme be larger or smaller than planned
this would reflect in the available community fund also.

2.5.2 Where is the funding applied?

It is suggested that funding should be concentrated on communities that have the
strongest link with the windfarm. This link is more clearly evident in a visual link. Maerdy
windfarm has a discrete visual profile such that it is not visible from most surrounding
communities. A detailed analysis of visibility is provided in the Landscape and Visual
Chapter of the Maerdy Windfarm ES. Figure 2.1 below shows the zone of theoretical
visibility of the windfarm.

The communities with the strongest visual link are Treorchy in the Rhondda Fawr and
Maerdy in the Rhondda Fach; a weaker visual link exists with some communities in the
Cynon Valley, principally part of Cwmdare and Llwydcoed.

2 www.npower-renewables.com/ffynnonoer/community.asp

3 www. http://www.npower-renewables.com/mynyddygwair/benefits.asp
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Figure 2.1 Zone of Theoretical Visibility

Note: This ZTV should not be used for visual evaluation of the windfarm – Reference should be made to the ZTV’s within the ES.

Visual influence is not black and white and there are no clear cut off lines to be drawn, but
the above locations are the centres of visual influence.

It is likely that with other windfarm proposals being made over time, eg the proposed
Hirwaun Windfarm, there will be closer and more relevant windfarms to the Cynon Valley.

For these reasons it is suggested that funding should concentrate significantly, if not
completely, on the communities of Maerdy and Treorchy in the Rhondda Fach and Fawr.
It is suggested that the windfarm would have approximately equal influence and
association with both valleys and as such funding should be split equally between the two.

Influence of the windfarm and needs of the community do not neatly end at the Maerdy
and Treorchy boundaries. However, trying to apply complicated dispensations to other
affected communities is thought to be a recipe for argument and conflict. It is suggested
that the best and most community engaging way to address peripheral benefit outside
Maerdy and Treorchy is to allow the goodwill of the Maerdy and Treorchy communities to
dictate. It is suggested that each community has dispensation to apply funding as THEY
see fit, including neighbouring communities etc, through their goodwill and sense of
fairness. It is hoped this solution to geographical discrimination will foster settlement of
difficult issues in a spirit of community engagement rather than division.

Therefore it is the proposal for consultation that the community fund be split equally
between Maerdy and Treorchy. Comments are requested.
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3. Public Access Improvement Plans

3.1 Introduction
This report has been prepared to outline proposals by REP, the developer of the Maerdy
Windfarm, for improvements to the public access onto the windfarm site. This report is
intended to facilitate discussion with interested parties and provide a basis for proposals to
be agreed. Interested parties may include neighbouring landowners to the windfarm site,
Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council, Walking Groups, Community Groups, etc.

The public access improvement proposals that are within the control of REP, i.e. those
within the windfarm proposal site boundary, are offered as a planning condition for the
windfarm planning application. It is intended that this provide the planning authority with
security over access proposals being implemented, but also provides the flexibility for the
plans to be refined following consultation and amended plans being taken forward with the
planning authorities approval.

3.2 Reasoning Behind Public Access Improvement Plans
If the windfarm went ahead it may provide a feature that some local people and visitors
may like to visit. The public access arrangements for the windfarm site could be improved
significantly to take advantage of the new feature and facilitate greater public access onto
the site.

The windfarm site currently has very poor public usage, primarily because of poor access
onto the site. The plans would facilitate improved access onto the site.

The access plans would provide links between several surrounding elements of the local
recreational network: Coed Morgannwg Way, Sustrans Cycle route, Maerdy Colliery Site
and existing public footpaths, thereby strengthening the wider recreational infrastructure.

3.3 Current Recreational Infrastructure
The Maerdy Windfarm proposal site is located on a high plateau area adjacent to Maerdy
coal tip to the northwest of Maerdy and north of Treorchy. See Figure 3.1, (or alternatively
Figure 15.1 in the Windfarm ES.)

The site is open access land. There is one Public Rights of Way (PRoW) footpath
(Definitive PRoW Map Reference 19/18) that crosses the site. There are no bridleways or
byways. The principal public footpath (18/19) runs north-south linking the closest section
of the Coed Morgannwg Way to Treorchy via Cwm Orky. This path splits in the south of
the proposal site with an additional PRoW (2/7) heading south-eastwards along the Cefn-
y-Rhondda ridge and eventually descending sharply through forestry to Maerdy.

The windfarm site is adjacent to the disused Maerdy Colliery Site. The colliery site is part-
reclaimed industrial land comprising the colliery site floor and the coal tip, which covers the
western side of the Rhondda Fach valley. The site is owned by Rhondda Cynon Taff
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County Borough Council (RCT). The site is used for informal recreation by local walkers,
usually passing through on the road up to Luest wen Reservoir and also by offroad
motorbikes on the coal tip.

Reclamation plans have existed for several years for the coal tip and colliery site, but have
not been implemented to date. Reclamation plans4 seen by REP include new road
access, car park, visitor centre / workshop, riverside walk and reclamation of the coal tip.

The Coed Morgannwg Way trail passes within 0.5 km of the site to the north and is a
dramatic walk of 36 miles which follows ancient tracks of Celtic origin. Along the route
there are several good viewpoints, from which the Brecon Beacons and the Bristol
Channel can be seen, although much of the walk is through forestry plantations. The route
starts from either Gethin Woodland Park in the north (where it is linked with the Taff Trail)
or Margam Country Park in the south where it is linked to the Ogwr Ridgeway Walk.
Shorter sections can be walked from Dare Valley Country Park approximately 2.5 km to
the north-west of the site.

Sustrans National Cycle Route 47: the Celtic Trail is a long distance cycle route across
South Wales from Chepstow to Fishguard that passes within 0.5 km of the north-eastern
boundary of the proposal site. The route follows the northern side of the Rhondda Fach
Valley to join the Coed Morgannwg Way whose route it broadly follows through the
extensive forestry plantations around Lluest-wen Reservoir to reach the A4061 at Mynydd
Beili-glas where there is a car park and some signage and information.

3.4 Current Public Access and Use of the Site
Public use of the site appears very low. The landowner who farms the site also lives next
to the footpath up onto the site from Treorchy. He goes up onto the site more than any
other person and has provided a testimony on his knowledge of public use of the site (ES
Appendix K). The landowner explains that there is one person who regularly walks their
dog across the western margin of the site; other than this he has seen no other members
of the public walking on the site in the last 12 months. There used to be walking groups a
couple of times a year, but there have been none for four years. The landowner’s
neighbour rides her horse on the site once or twice each week. He has never seen any
mountain bike users on the site. There are four-wheel drive vehicles who occaisionally
cross the site (approximately 6 times a year).

This assessment of very low public use has been supported by the experience of several
consultants who have spent time on the site over the last 2 years and were consulted on
their experience.

Public use of the site is very low for a variety of possible reasons:

• There is minimal evidence of the PRoWs on the ground and the lack of features
in the proposal site makes navigation, even in clear conditions, difficult;

• There is no PRoW to follow the Cefn-y-Rhondda ridgeline to its end at Porth,
which possibly reduces the attraction of the ridgeline and the proposal site to
walkers, riders and mountain bikers. The PRoW across the site is not a logical
part of a greater route;

4 Marerdy Stage 2 Reclamation Scheme Preliminary Proposals Plan Recreation Option
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• Both the PRoW’s in the south ascend extremely steep valley faces to get onto
the site which also possibly inhibits public use of the site;

• Access to the site from the PRoW in the north requires one to follow an unclear
footpath through dense coniferous forest which may also deter walkers onto the
site;

• The existence of more attractive and significant routes e.g. Coed Morgannwg
Way nearby;

• Lack of any specific attraction to the site: viewpoint, lake, cultural heritage
feature etc..

Figure 3.1: Existing PRoW

3.5 Windfarm Design
The layout of the windfarm has been carefully planned to balance the opportunity to visit
one turbine up close using a new PRoW, with avoiding proximity to several turbines along
the existing PRoW, enabling other aspects of the site to be enjoyed. Table 3.1 shows the
seperation from wind turbines of the PRoW.
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Table 3.1: Turbine proximity to PRoW’s

Proximity Number of Turbines

Within 50m of the existing PRoW 0

Within 50m-100m of the existing
PRoW

2

Within 100m-250m of the existing
PRoW

1

Within 250-500m of the existing
PRoW

5

Within 50m of the proposed new
PRoW

1

Track layout has also been designed to avoid the existing PRoW’s. The existence of an
access track may make access on foot easier and encourage use of the site. However,
this is weighed against the preservation of unaltered surroundings in the immediate
proximity of walking routes and therefore PRoW’s have been avoided in the track design.
Of the 5.5km of on-site access track, the access track crosses the existing PRoW in only
two places and runs along the line of the PRoW for only 60m. See Figure 3.1.

3.6 Public Access Improvement Proposals
A number of public access improvements are proposed:

New PRoW
A new PRoW up onto the windfarm site is proposed running from the disused Maerdy
Colliery Site (SS 99259986) up to the existing PRoW on the top of the windfarm site (SN
95800025). Most of the new PRoW would be on the windfarm site, although a small
section (circa 200m) is required on Council land to reach the base of Colliery site. See
Figure 3.2. (or Figure 15.3 in Windfarm ES)

The proposed new PRoW would provide a new route up onto the windfarm site. The route
is short, only 650m from the coal pit site up to the existing PRoW. Further, the route is
less steep than existing routes up from the Rhondda Fach and Fawr valleys. It is
estimated it would only take a reasonable walker 10-15mins to get to the top of the
windfarm site.

Information Boards
Public information boards are proposed at two locations – near both entrances to the site –
one near the windfarm substation in the north west and the other near the turbine adjacent
to the new PRoW in the south-east. The boards would provide information not just on the
windfarm, but on the natural and human history of the site surroundings. A large amount
of information has been gathered through the environmental impact assessment for the
windfarm and this provides a strong basis for interesting information on local cultural
heritage, wildlife, etc..
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The Windfarm and access improvements could strengthen any future development of the
site along the line of informal recreation. Further opportunities are discussed in the Visitor
Development Section (Section 4).

Figure 3.3: Circular Footpath Route

3.8 Conclusion
This report outlines proposals for public access improvements designed to improve the
use the windfarm site. The plans also strengthen the surrounding recreational
infrastructure through better integration and new features of interest.

Comments on the routing and nature of the improvements are invited.
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4. Visitor Development Opportunity

4.1 Introduction
Access Improvement Plans have been proposed around the windfarm site (Section 3).
The primary purpose of these is to improve access to and enjoyment of the windfarm
proposal site for local people. However the proposals also provide foundations for
attracting visitors from further a field, be they tourists from the Brecon Beacons or school
visits from around Central South Wales. External visitors provide the opportunity for a
positive contribution to the local economy.

This section outlines the foundations and opportunities for visitors that are created by the
windfarm and improved public access proposals.

4.2 Windfarms as a Visitor Attraction
Windfarms can and do attract visitors. This can be on the basis of personal interest or the
educational resource that windfarms can be for schools. A windfarm can be an informal
attraction; individuals visiting ad hoc out of personal interest; or it can be more structured
with visitor centres, educational resources, refreshment facilities, etc..

There are a number of examples in the UK where visitor/education centres have been
established. Some of these have been successful e.g. The Ecotech Centre at Swaffham5

however others were less successful, e.g. The Gaia Energy Centre, Cornwall.

Visitor attraction opportunities are encouraged by national planning policy. TAN8,
Planning for Renewable Energy, states

“Developers and local authorities are encouraged to enter into constructive
dialogue over the positive provision for visitors to wind power projects”6

A research thesis published in May 2001 on behalf of the Welsh Tourist Board sought to
investigate the impact of wind farms on tourism in Wales. It combined desk-based and
fieldwork research including a questionnaire survey of 905 domestic and foreign visitors
from which there was a 14.5% (138) response rate. The findings that came out of the
questionnaire were that most people believe that the contribution of wind farms to clean
energy production outweighs their impact on the landscape. Almost all visitors questioned
(96%) said that they would not be put off visiting Wales if more wind farms were to be
developed and 69.3% would visit if an Information Centre was built.

5 www.ecotech.org.uk

6 Welsh Assembly Government Technical Advice Note 8 Planning for Renewable Energy. Issued
2005.
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4.3 The Potential for a Visitor Attraction at Maerdy Windfarm
Maerdy windfarm has a number of intrinsic strengths that could make it an excellent
windfarm site to promote as a visitor attraction.

Large Visitor Population
Maerdy is within the catchment area for visitors to the Brecon Beacons National Park and
therefore has a large population of visitors to capitalise upon. Maerdy is only 7 km from
the southern boundary of the National Park and 20km from its central peaks. Maerdy is
therefore within an hours drive of most of the Park and hence a practical day visit for the
thousands of visitors to the Park each year.

Maerdy is also well placed to capitalise on the extensive school population of South Wales.
About an hour away from Cardiff, Newport and Swansea, it is a viable day trip for a large
area. Some other visitor centres such as Gaia in Cornwall, have had good tourist
populations, but suffered from remoteness from significant school populations.

Maerdy has strengths in being able to capitalise on both these important visitor streams.

Excellent Accessibility
The Maerdy colliery site provides the opportunity for excellent vehicular access close to
the windfarm. Plans provided by RCT to the Developer include car parking and new road
access. If these were implemented they would provide excellent public access
opportunities. The scope to accommodate significant numbers of public visitors also exists
in the immediate and wider road network.

The windfarm benefits uniquely from the infrastructure provided by the adjacent colliery
site and the opportunities this provides. Most windfarm sites do not have such excellent
access opportunities.

Visitor Appeal
The site has several features of appeal to a visitor:

• The proposed new PRoW provides a short route (350m) to get right up close to a wind
turbine. This can be an exhilarating and novel experience.

• A 5km circular walking route through the windfarm and around other local features is
created by connections with the new proposed PRoW.

• Information boards on the windfarm and surrounding natural and human history will be
provided on the windfarm site.

• Views north toward the Brecon Beacons are available from the circular route.

• The site can be visited on the Sustrans Cycle Route and the new windfarm PRoW
provides access from the Colliery site to the Coed Morgannwg Way.

Integration with other Attractions
A windfarm is a natural complement to a visit to a coal industry heritage site, particularly
for schools demonstrating the historic change in energy sources. There are coal industry
heritage sites such as the Rhondda Heritage Park in the environs of the windfarm. A
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windfarm visitor center would therefore complement exisiting tourist attractions in the
Rhondda and neighbouring areas.

On a wider scale the windfarm could provide a geographical link halfway between the
visitor attractions of the Brecon Beacons and those of the Rhondda. Located at the
northern boundary of the Rhondda, Maerdy windfarm could provide a visitor feed from the
Brecon Beacons onto attractions further south in the Rhondda, such as the Rhondda
Heritage Park. These otherwise might be too far away to attract Brecon Beacons visitors.
This effect would be assisted by the lower Rhondda Fach relief road improvements.
Maerdy could become the “Northern Rhondda Gateway”.

Visitor Facilities
The Maerdy Colliery site provides good practical opportunities for construction of formal
structured visitor facilities such as education centres, refreshment facilities, etc. Most
windfarm sites are in rural locations where construction of new buildings and access is
difficult. With the adjacent colliery site there is available land, nearby utilities, good access
and an excellent development opportunity.

Compliment Existing Plans
The Local Plan has specific policies for informal recreational use at the Colliery Site, which
are endorsed by the colliery site reclamation plans. It is understood there is uncertainty
over the reclamation plans that have not been progressed for a number of years.

Visitor facilities are already contained within plans provided by RCT7. These include a
visitor centre / workshop / car park / and road access. The windfarm could further
strengthen the recreational objective at the site and contribute positively to the outline
plans seen, if these were progressed.

Available Funding
The windfarm proposals include a community fund for Maerdy (Section 2 of this
document). It is proposed that the fund be controlled democratically. A possibile
application of part of the fund could be the development of visitor facilities at the Colliery
Site, should that be the communities wish. A capital element of the fund has been
provided for in the fund structuring to facilitate opportunities such as this.

Other schemes such as the Gaia Energy centre in Cornwall attracted significant grant aid.

4.4 Conclusion
The Maerdy windfarm has specific intrinsic geographical and infrastructure features that
make it a very strong candidate for development as a visitor attraction.

Discussion on these ideas is welcomed and the windfarm developer is keen to support
visitor development at whatever scale desired, should this be the consensus of the
community and the Council.

7 Marerdy Stage 2 Reclamation Scheme Preliminary Proposals Plan Recreation Option
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5. Alternative Timber Haulage Route

5.1 Introduction
This section outlines proposals for improved timber haulage from Pentre Forest, using the
windfarm tracks, that would significantly reduce timber lorry journeys through surrounding
communities.

5.2 Reasoning Behind Timber Haulage Improvement Plans
The plans arose out of discussions with the Forestry Commission (FC) regarding the
windfarm. The windfarm, if permitted, would provide the opportunity for an alternative
route to haul timber extracted from the Pentre Forestry block. The current planned route
involves hundreds of lorry journeys over several years passing through residential streets
in Maerdy and Aberdare. This would be avoided by the proposed alternative route across
the windfarm.

The scheme would capitalise on the windfarm assets with little additional works required to
obtain the benefits.

5.3 Current Timber Haulage Plans
The Pentre forestry block is situated above Pentre on the Cefn-y-Rhondda ridge between
the Rhondda Fach and Rhondda Fawr (See Figure 5.1). The Pentre forestry block is
isolated from the larger area of FC estate to the north-west.

The current timber haulage route is shown in Figure 5.1. The route involves timber being
hauled on lorry’s through residential streets in Maerdy, then on the A4233 over the hill top
to Aberdare; through the centre of Aberdare, before joining the higher grade A-roads of the
A4059 and the A465(T). The FC have a legal right of way from Pentre Road, Maerdy and
also a prescriptive right of way across land owned by RCT at Wood Street.

The current route presents some negative issues:

• There may be disturbance to residents in Maerdy and Aberdare from timber
lorries.

• There may be disruption to road users on the A4233. The A4233 has steep
slopes and tight hairpin bends that will require negotiation by lorries that
may slow other traffic.

• The A4233 through Aberdare goes through the commercial heart of the
town and involves narrow congested roads especially entering Aberdare.

Table 5.1 and Graph 5.1 show the volume of lorry movements planned over the next 25
years:



Renewable Energy Partnerships Ltd Maerdy Windfarm Community Benefit Programme September 2008

- 28 -

Table 5.1

5 Year Period Lorry Load Lorry Journey
(each way)

2006 0 0

2007 - 2011 512 1024

2012 - 2016 106 212

2017 - 2021 172 344

2022 - 2026 106 212

2027 - 2031 194 388

TOTAL 2007-2031 1,090 2,180

Graph 5.1
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Although the figures give an indication of movements for each 5 year period, the working
practices of the FC tend to concentrate the harvesting of each 5 year period into a single
working year; i.e. there is likely to be intensive harvesting / haulage activity in one year in
each 5 year period.
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Figure 5.1: Current and Proposed Timber Haulage Routes

5.4 Alternative Timber Haulage Proposals
The Maerdy Windfarm is located on land to the northwest of Maerdy, between the Maerdy
coal tip and the Tynewydd Forest. The location of the windfarm provides a link between
the Pentre forest block and the rest of the FC estate and, hence, an alternative timber
haulage route.

The alternative route is shown in Figure 5.1. Timber would be hauled across the Maerdy
coal tip, then across wind turbine access tracks, before linking up with existing forestry
tracks in the Tynewydd Forest and out onto the A4061 Treherbert – Hirwaun road, joining
the A465 (T) at Hirwaun.

The route has several comparative benefits to the current route:

• The route avoids passing through any communities whatsoever.

• The route utilises the high grade A4061, which is a much better road than
the A4233 (Maerdy – Aberdare road).

This alternative route would therefore be a significant improvement on the current haulage
route and remove substantially all the identified issues with the current route.

The route takes advantage of the stone access tracks put in place to reach the wind
turbines. The wind farm layout has been designed to accommodate a track route across
the site so that this timber haulage opportunity can be taken up if so desired by all parties.




