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Disclaimer

The information contained herein has been prepared to assist the recipient in making an evaluation of the
Maerdy windfarm project (the ”Project”) and does not purport to contain all of the information than an
interested party may desire.
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1 Introduction

Preliminary proposals have been made for a windfarm near Maerdy. Between 1st December 2005 and
29th January 2006 an extensive public consultation was conducted with the aim of providing information to
the public and receiving comments back to improve the design of the windfarm. This report summarises
the consultation work and responses and includes as appendices all of the responses received.

2 Public Consultation

The consultation was based around a website : www.maerdywindfarm.co.uk. A website was used as the
most practical way to communicate the significant amount of information about the project to a large
number of people. The website contained background information about why the project was being
proposed, the common issues of concern with windfarms (noise, wildlife, etc.), and over 250 visualisations
of the project from around the area. The website was produced in Welsh and English.

The website was supported by paper copies of the consultation. Paper copies were advertised as available
on request in leaflets delivered door to door. Paper copies were also printable from the website to pass on
to those without computer access. The Library service were approached to hold paper copies in local
libraries, but were unable to assist.

Four public meetings were also held; covering the different valleys communities:

Area Meeting Location Date
Rhondda Farw Cwmparc Community Association Thursday 12

th
January

Rhondda Fach Maerdy Community Centre Friday 13
th

January
Cynon Valley Llwydcoed Community Hall Sunday 15

th
January &

Tuesday 24
th

January

The Llwydcoed meeting was repeated because of a newspaper printing error.

The consultation closing date was extended to properly allow time for review and reply. The original
closing date was too early.

3 Consultation Publicity

Councillors, AM’s, MP’s and Council officials were invited to preview the consultation in November 2005.
The Consultation website was then notified to the public through: i) Door to door leaflets; ii) Newspaper
notices; iii) Local Press articles.

Over ten thousand door to door leaflets were issued to local homes. The leaflet was bilingual. A copy of
the leaflet is included in Appendix A.

The leaflets were delivered separately from any other mail to prevent them being lost amongst other mail.
The leaflets were delivered to all the major communities that were within the zone of visual influence of the
windfarm. A plan of the leaflet distribution area is included in Appendix B. Adjoining parts of villages
outside the visual zone were also included to ensure each discrete community were all notified and
neighbours did not find out second hand about the proposals. In addition Ferndale, largely outside the
zone of visual influence was leafleted because of expected interest with the Ferndale windfarm proposal.

The objective of the leafleting was to ensure that the vast majority of local residents likely to have an
interest in the project were informed first hand about the consultation.
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In addition to the leafleting, newspaper notices were placed in each of the Rhondda Leader and the Cynon
Valley Leader newspapers on two occaisions: one at the beginning of December and one at the beginning
of January. These newspapers cover the area surrounding the project and have a distribution of over
24,000. Copies of the newspaper notices are included in Appendix C.

A notice was also placed in the national paper; The Western Mail. The public meetings were advertised
through the newspaper notices in the above papers.

Two large newspaper articles were run in January (19
th

and 26
th
) on the project proposals in the Rhondda

Leader newspaper.

4 Consultation Participation

Paper Copies Request

Following the leaflet distribution two people requested a paper copy of the Consultation documents.

Website Review

1,331 unique visits to the website have been made to date. Please see graph below.
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Unique visits is an industry measure of separate visits to a website and is an indicator of the number of
visitors.

Public Meeting Attendance

Please find below the attendance numbers for the public meetings held. Please note that Councillors and
AM’s are included in the total.

Meeting Location Date Attendance
Cwmparc Community Association Thursday 12

th
January 8

Maerdy Community Centre Friday 13
th

January 21
Llwydcoed Community Hall Sunday 15

th
January &

Tuesday 24
th

January
15
14
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5 Consultation Responses

The consultation website and paper copies included email and postal addresses for responses to be sent
to. Comment cards and pens were also made available at public meetings for people who wished to leave
comments there rather than write or email later. The table below details the number of responses. Please
note two of the letters and one email are from politicians.

Letters received 4
Emails received 19
Cards left at public meetings 4

All letters and emails were responded to promptly. Information was provided where possible to try to
address any issues raised. Three respondents were also subsequently met. For two residents individual
photomontages of the project proposals have been offered from their homes.

Appendix E contains all the responses and replies to those responses. Respondees were advised that
their comments would be made available for review.

Although not part of the public consultation, the Rhondda Leader has been monitored for articles letters,
etc. Since the first article on the proposal, in the following four editions one letter has been published.

6 Conclusions

Because analysis of the number and nature of the responses is highly subjective all responses and replies
have been included first hand in this report for the reader to make their own assessment. Please see
Appendix E.

The following summary points are suggested for consideration:

The amount of consultation participation and the number of consultation responses may be an
indicator of public attitude towards the project proposals after proper allowance is made for
publicity and public awareness.

The nature of responses to the consultation is mixed: both positive and negative; with no majority
in favour or against the proposals. Opinions received also cover a wide spectrum from strong
enthusiasm to complete objection.

Specific comments were requested on the project layout; including the size and number of turbines
and any turbine locations that were a specific issue. A number of people responded on the
turbines size with a small majority preferring the fewer number of larger turbines. No comments
were made about specific turbine locations.

Specific comments were also requested on the application of community benefit funds (to
individuals, community groups, etc.). Comments were varied with no clear opinion.

Apart from a gauge of public opinion the consultation was very helpful in identifying specific issues of
concern, including some unanticipated ones. Our replies to respondents have tried to address these
concerns for individuals, but future consultation work and the environmental statement will also address the
raised issues for the wider benefit.

All responses are attached and interpretations and conclusions by readers of this report are appreciated
and invited.
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7 Further Consultation Work

A closing date of 29
th

January was placed on the preliminary proposals consultation to allow comments to
be incorporated into a final project design, which is now taking place.

The final project design and environmental statement are now being prepared for consideration by the
planning authority. When these are finalised it is intended that a further round of public information and
consultation will be conducted. The proposals, environmental statement and supporting information
(including visualisations of the final design) will be made available both on the website and through public
exhibition.

It is hoped this will encourage and assist the local population with raising any comments they wish to make
to the planning authority; and it will also provide information on the public attitude to the final proposals. A
similar report will be prepared for the planning authority and interested parties once again will be invited to
attend public events.

Any recommendations on improvements to the consultation process are appreciated and invited.
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Appendix A – Door to Door Consultation Notice Leaflet
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Appendix B – Leaflet Distribution Area
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Appendix C – Newspaper Notices



- 12 -

REP ltd. Filename: RCT, Maerdy Report on Public Consultation on Preliminary Proposals, With Appendices, 220506.doc


